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Training Files Used in This Lesson 

KnowItAll Applications Used 
• MineIt 

 
KnowItAll Data Control 
How to Use KnowItAll Data Control  
 
Purpose 
 
This exercise demonstrates how to use KnowItAll Data Control to manage shared databases.  
 

Objectives 
 
This exercise will teach you: 

 How to check out a database from KnowItAll Data Control 

 How to receive updates for a checked-out database 

 How to commit one’s database edits to KnowItAll Data Control 

 How to add a local database to KnowItAll Data Control 

 How to delete a database from KnowItAll Data Control 

 How to compare changes made to a database 

 How to check the database change history 

 

Background 
 
Knowledge sharing is important within any organization to promote collaboration and 
productivity. In analytical chemistry, data storage, safety, access and change controls are 
necessary to build an infrastructure. KnowItAll Data Control integrates its strong spectral data 
management tools with an organization’s file sharing server for this purpose.  
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One must have “KnowItAll Data Control” in one’s KnowItAll license.
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Checkout a database from KnowItAll Data Control  
 

 Action Result 

1 Start KnowItAll 
Navigate to the Data toolbox and open 
the MineIt application by clicking the 
MineIt/Create Database icon.  

MineIt application opens. 

2 Choose File > Data Control > 
Checkout. 
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3 Alternatively: 
 
Navigate to Database > Data Control 
> Checkout.  
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4 Note: It is advisable to put all 
databases in a location where 
OneDrive does not scan. 

• Click “…” to select a local  
folder for checked-out 
databases. 

• Create a folder and select it. 
• Click Select Folder. 

• Click OK. 

KnowItAll Data Control folder paths are listed: 

 
5  

 
Databases have been checked out. 
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6 Click Close.  
 
Navigate to the folder on your local 
machine containing the checked-out 
databases to see the selected 
databases. 

 
7 KnowItAll can then be used to open 

these databases for 
browsing/searching. 
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Note: If databases have been updated since their last checkout, the user will be prompted to download the newest versions when KnowItAll is 
restarted: 
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Receive updates for a checked-out database 
One can call KnowItAll Data Control to update checked-out databases.  Alternatively, one can also In MineIt, navigate to Database > Data Control 
> Update. 
 
 Action Result 

1 • In MineIt, 
navigate to 
File > Data 
Control > 
Update. 

 

• Select the 
demo 
repository 

http://wiley.
svn.knowitall
.com/svn/edit
abledatabases
/SVNTestingSa
ndbox 

 
 

2 Click OK. 
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Create a database in KnowItAll Data Control  
 
 Action Result 

1 Use MineIt to create a database by 
navigating to Database > New 
 
Select Create on Data Control. 
 
Click Browse to select the name and 
location for your database on your PC. 
Click Save. 
 
Fill in Database Name and Database 
Abbreviation. 
 
Click OK. 
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2 
 

• Input a log message into the 
following dialog. 

• Click OK. 
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3 Click Close to close the dialog. 

 
4 To close this empty database,  click 

the top-right “x.” 
 

5 Click Yes. 
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6 Click Close. 
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Commit one’s database edits to KnowItAll Data Control 
 

 Action Result 

1 Start KnowItAll if it is not open.  

2 Navigate to MineIt > Database > 
Open. 

 

Under the KnowItAll Data Control 
tree, one can select a database. 

 

Click Open for Editing. 

The opened database is actually a local copy: 

 
Note: Hitting the return key will select the database as Open for Viewing. 
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3 Click Close. 

 
4 • Navigate to File > Import to 

import a spectrum or 
structure. 

• Select a sample file and 
Open. 

• Follow the prompts to import 
your file. 
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5 Make some changes. 

 

Click Add… to add some text to the 
Comments field. 

 

Click OK. 

 
6 To update the database in KnowItAll 

Data Control to reflect this change, 
navigate 

to File > Data Control > Commit 
changes. 

 

Alternatively, one can also close the 
database and KnowItAll will prompt 
you to commit changes as well. 
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7 Enter a brief description for the change 
in the Log Message dialog box. 

 

Click OK. 
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8 Click Close. A revision is saved: 

 



  

108658-REV20250703  Copyright ©2025 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc. All rights reserved.  

KnowItAll Training   KNOWITALL DATA CONTROL - 19 

Add a local database to KnowItAll Data Control 
 

 Action Result 

1 Use MineIt to create a local database . 
 
Navigate to Database > New 
 
Select Create on local system.  
 
Use Browse to select the location on 
your computer’s KnowItAll Data 
Control folder. 
 
Click Save. 
 
 

A database can be created either locally or directly on the KnowItAll Data Control server. 
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2 Enter a Database Abbreviation. 
 
Click OK. 
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3 Navigate to File > Import to import a 
spectrum or structure. 
 
Click Open. 
 
Follow the prompts to import your file. 
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4 Navigate to File > Data Control > Add 
to Data Control. 
 
Alternatively, one can also navigate to 
Database > Data Control > Add to Data 
Control 
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5 Select the new database to be added. 
 
Enter a description in the Log 
Message field. 
 
Click OK. 
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6 Click Close. 

 
The new database is now in KnowItAll Data Control. 
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Revert Current Changes 
 
If one made changes to a database and would like to revert to the previous version of the database, one can use this command to do that. 
 
 Action Result 

1 Open a database in Data Control using  
Open for Editing. 
 
Make some edits to the database. 
 
 
  

2 Navigate to File > Data Control > 
Revert Current Changes. 
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3 Click Close. 

 
You get the previous version of the database from Data Control. 
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Delete a database from KnowItAll Data Control 
 
 Action Result 

1 Note: The database needs to be closed 
in KnowItAll to be able to delete it. 
 
Close the database by clicking the “x” in 
the top right. 
 
To release the lock on this database, 
click Yes. 

 
 

1.5 If a user did not make any changes, 
they would see a different log message, 
which better matches your text “To 
release the lock on this database, 
click Yes.”: 

 



 

108658- REV20251210  Copyright ©2025 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc. All rights reserved. 

KnowItAll Training  KNOWITALL DATA CONTROL - 28 

2 You may be prompted to provide a log 
message if you made edits. 
 
Click OK. 

 
3 Click Close. 
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4 Navigate to File > Data Control > 
Delete from Data Control. 
 
Alternatively, one can also navigate to 
Database > Data Control > Delete from 
Data Control 
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5 Select the database you wish to delete. 
 
Enter a reason into the Log Message 
field. 
 
Ensure the database is:  

• not locked by others 
• not open in KnowItAll 

 
Click OK. 
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6 Click Close. You would receive a confirmation of the deletion. 
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See Changes Made To A Database 
 
 Action Result 

1 Open a checked-out database 
in MineIt. 
 
Click either Open for Viewing 
or Open for Editing. 
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2 Navigate to File > Data 
Control > Show Changes. 

 
3 If the database has been 

edited, the changes will be 
shown. 
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Check KnowItAll Data Control history 
 
 Action Result 

1 Navigate to Data Control > Show History. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
All revisions made to the database will be shown with a time stamp. 
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2 Pick which revision to return database to 
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3 Click Revert to Revision button 
 
Click Yes button in the pop-up dialog to confirm. 
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